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Tū Kaha Kāhui Ltd 
 

Matakupenga (Over-view) 
 

 
 

Introduction: Whatu Reo – Reo Wizardry – Course Outline 
 
Course resources. 

 Te Aka Māori Dictionary: https://maoridictionary.co.nz/  
 Macaroni attachment: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iiI__l8lHyg  
 Waiata; Kei hea taku reo - Whirimako Black: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDE0rxTpvtk  
Pre-Assessment:  
Waka Ama Module I 
Week I 
Module Title  Example 
101 He the host, he the 

timelord 
He whare, he pai (past, present, future) 

102 Tohunga he the Wizard 
He the Watcher 
Azz pizzaz hoki rā 

He tangata (It is a man) 
He ātaahua 
He ātaahua hoki rā 

103.1 Host he, Watcher he 
mash-up, he 
introducing two 
description words 

He whare nui, he whare mahana 

103.2 Host he, he 
introducing two 
description words 

He whare nui, he whare mahana 

104.1 Telescope Te Te tāne 
104.2 Kaleidoscope ngā Ngā tāne 
104.3 He description te, 

name 
He ātaahua te wahine 

104.4 Spotlight Ko Ko te wahine ātaahua 
104.5 Fits and splits Tēnei whare, te whare nei 
104.6 Taua knows before,  

aua knows befores 
Taua kete, aua kete 

104.7 Description word add-
ons 

noa iho, anake, katoa 

104.8 Cinemascope te the 
everything 

He reka te koura 

104.9 Microscope te  Te mōhio 
104.10 Revisiting As pizzaz hoki 

rā 
Te mōhio hoki rā 

104.11 Inging swinging Te He pai te kai   Eating is good 
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104.12 Turbo chargers of 
increase 

Tino pai rawa atu 

104.13 Repeating on and ons Tuitui, tuhituhi, kohikohi, kōrerorero 
104.14. Double ups and 

double ups 
nunui, papai, roroa, kikino, wewehi, tētere 

WAM I Pathfinder Exercises 1-4     
WAM I Flippity Flash Cards/ Vimeo       
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Waka Ama Module II 
Week 2 
Recap Module I 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wā Matakupenga Matrix I 
Module 
       200 

Title 
 

Example 

       201 Who-vian and where-vian ā brā’s Somebody a, somewhere a 
He kaikaranga a Hine 
He tāone nui a Tamaki 

202 Spotlight ko, penlight a Ko Pīta te kaihautū 
He kaihautū a Pita 

203 Ā brā’s placed apart from  
Spotlight Ko and glue words I and  
ki for location 

Haere ki Tamaki 
Ko a Tamaki te tāone nui 
Hoki i a Tamaki 

204 When – vian Do-vian Action Signs Matakupenga Matrix I 
205 Past, present, future Do-vian 

action word sign E ... ana 
E haere ana te waka 

206 Past Do-vian action word sign  
I One beat 

I haere te waka 

207 Do-vian action word sign Kua has 
or have 

Kua haere te waka 

208 Kua and ana vigilantes Kua haere ana te waka 
209  a as a future indicator of place 

(Not an action sign) 
A Te Paraire, āpōpō 
Ā – kua- nei 
 

210 e short order E noho, e kai, e tū, e haere! 
WAM II Pathfinder Exercises 1-4      
WAM II Flash Cards/ Podcasts 
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WAM III 
Week 3 
Recap WAM II 
Wā Matakupenga Matrix III 
Module 
       300 

Title 
 

Example 

       301 e to describe added on action Te tāne e kōrero rā 
       302 Me long order Me kōrero te tāne .... 
       303 Ka the Supernova, Octamus 

Prime Action sign 
Ka kōrero te tāne 

       304 Do- vians and done-to – vians 
Do-ers, do-ees,  
Terotero action words 
non-terotero action words 

E kōrero ana te tangata 
E kōrerotia ana te tangata 

       305 Wā, wai, aha Whatu Wā, wai, aha, mahi, mahi-a 
       306 Bronouns matrix wizardry 

Tūmeke Trademark 
Kore rawa/ King Rat 
Multiple bronouns toes 
and dual bronouns, ua’s 
T bubble close whānau 

au, ia, koe, tāua, māua, rāua etc 

       307 ā brā’s love singles a au, a ia, a koe 
       308 ā brā’s hate bronouns Ka haere a kōrua, a koutou, a rātou 
       309 And, and, and bronouns 

Single, dual, multiple bronouns 
Pita kōrua ko Tīpene, koutou ko Piri’ 

       310 Glue words of direction i and ki 
glue words – ā brā’s love 
bronouns 

Ka kite a Pita i a Tīpene 
Ka kite a Tīpene i a Pīta 

WAM III Pathfinder Exercises 1-4      
WAM III Flash Cards/ Podcasts 
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WAM IV 
Week 4 
Recap WAM III 
Wā Matakupenga Matrix IV 
Module 
       400 

Title 
 

Example 

       401 The Glue word i as a do – vian 
skinny marink tugboat transporter 
of action – marae bus 

E pupuru ana te kōtiro i te kurī 

       402 Terotero e to the right done-
tovian action word 

E purutia ana te kurī e te kōtiro 

       403 The glue word ki as a special 
done-to-vian in-transporter 
Kaumātua van 

Aroha ki, pātai ki, tūtaki ki, mōhio ki, 
hiahia ki, pirangi ki ... 

       404 Terotero commands Arohatia, pātaihia, karangatia, 
kōrerotia, waiatatia ... 

       405 On and ons Tuitui, tuhituhi, kutikuti, tahitahi, 
kohikohi, patupatu 

       406 On and on terotero contractions Tuia, tuhia, kutia, tahia, kohia, patua 
       407 The enactor kai Kaimahi, kaikōrero, kaiwaiata, 

kaikaranga 
       408 Whaka – the transformer 

Midas touch 
Lazarus affect 
Terotero wand 

Whakanui, whakaiti, whakapai, 
whakakōhatu, whakamate, 
whakamau 
Whakapai 

       409 Terotero kore action words and i Ka mate koe i te kaipaipa 
       410 Squeeze box anti i action E kohikohi pipi ana te rōpu 

WAM VI Pathfinder Exercises 1-4      
WAM IV Flash Cards/ Podcasts 
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WAM V 
Week 5 
Recap WAM IV 
Wā Matakupenga Matrix V 
Module 
       500 

Title 
 

Example 

       501 Squeeze box anti i description Te rōpu e kohikohi pipi ana 
       502 Tonotono commands I: 

Action word command 
Haere! Whakarongo! Kōrero! Titiro! 

       503 Tonotono commands II: 
Short order to the future e 

E tū! E noho! E oma! E kai! 

       504 Tonotono commands III: 
Terotero done-to-vian commands 

Tuhia ngā reta, whaia tērā kurī, 
mahia te mahi! 

       505 E loves short bronouns E Pi’, e Tī, e Piri’! E Tiki’! 
       506 E loves who-vians E hoa! E kare! E mara! E tā! E hika! 
       507 E big ups E te hoa! E te pāpā! E te māmā! 

E te kaiako! E te ahorangi! 
       508 Before action word modifiers Āta, āhua, mātua 
       509 After action word modifiers tonu, pai, tere, makariri, wera ...  
       510 After action word modifiers of 

direction 
atu, mai, ake, iho, hōmai, hōatu  
Hokoatu, hokomai 

WAM V Pathfinder Exercises 1-4      
WAM V Flash Cards/ Podcasts 
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WAM VI 
Week 6 
Recap WAM V 
Wā Matakupenga Matrix VI 
Module 
       600 

Title 
 

Example 

       601 Glue word of direction i  
from a location 

I haere mai rātou i Ōtautahi 
 

       602 Glue words of trave ki towards a 
location 

Ka hoki ia ki Aorakli 
 

       603 Glue word of attention towards a 
target or object 

E titiro ana ahau ki tērā maunga 

       604 Glue word of attention to a who-
vian subject 

I kōrero taua wahine ki a Mākarini 

       605 Glue word i to indicate past 
location 

He tino rongonui ngā pounamu i Te 
Arahura 

       606 Glue word ki to indicate current 
location 

Ka tipu ake te kiekie ki te Te Arahura 

       607 Glue word i acting as a general 
time indicator, as, at or in 

I haere rātou i te pō 

       608 I’s and ki’s hate he, sub in te 
‘te, tētahi a for short!’ 

Kua kite ia i he waka 
Kua kite ia i te waka 

       609 ki to indicate a continuous action 
using inging swinging te 

Kua timata rātou ki te waiata 

       610 Ki to indicate a description of 
continuous action 

He tino pai rātou ki te waiata 

Tā Apirana Ngata – tā kupu – analysis 
WAM VI     Pathfinder Exercises 1-10      
WAM VI Flash Cards/ Podcasts 
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WAM VII 
Week 7 
Recap WAM VI 
Wā Matakupenga Matrix VII 
Module 
       700 

Title 
 

Example 

       701 I kei, hei, glue words of location I te kura, kei te kura, hei te kura 
       702 I, kei, hei glue words of short 

possession 
I a Aroha te pūtea 
Kei a ia te kai 
Hei a rātou ngā taonga 

       703 I, kei, hei and inging te to 
describe past, present, future 
place of inging action 

I te moe te pēpi 
Kei te waiata a Kiri 
Hei te mahi a ia 

       704 E ... ana versus Kei te ... E pai ana ia She’s doing good 
Kei te pai ia  
She’s in a place of well-being 

       705 I te, kei te, hei te describe and 
ongoing quality, condition or 
state 

I te pai ia 
Kei te pai ia 
Hei te pai ia 

       706 3 legs good, 2 legs bad Kei runga i te tēpu 
       707 2 legs good Kei runga tēpu 
       708 3 legs good description  Te kai kei runga i te tēpu 
       709 2 legs good description Te kai kei runga tēpu 
       710 3 legs mid-sentence description He pai te kai kei runga i te tēpu e 

takoto ana 
Tīmoti Karetū – analysis 
WAM VI     Pathfinder Exercises 1-10      
WAM VI Flash Cards/ Podcasts 
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WAM VIII 
Week 8 
Recap WAM VII 
Wā Matakupenga Matrix VIII 
Module 
       800 

Title 
 

Example 

       801 Wai jingle to master possession 
compass  
ā/ ō whatu and wai 

Te pukapuka a Hana 
Te pukapuka o Hana 

       802 Screamers of possession He pukapuka nā Hana 
He whare nō Hana 

       803 Possession, describing dual or 
multiple possession 

Tā, tō, ā, ō bronoun 

       804 Ownership bronoun screamers 
Past, present 

Nāu, nōu, nāku, nōku ... 

       805 Ownership bronouns screamers 
Future 

Māu, mōu, māku, mōku ...  

       806 Pātai – Question words aha, wai, tēwhea, ēwhea, ināwhea, 
, nōnāwhea, āwhea? 

       807 Pātai using terotero  ahatia 
       808 Pātai using short ‘belongs to’ I a wai? Kei a wai? Hei a wai? 
       809 Pātai using ‘belongs to’ 

screamers 
Nō te minitā tērā motokā 
Nā Hinerau tēnei pēke 

       810 Pātai using home alone and dual 
‘belongs to’ bronouns 

Tana, tōna, his, hers, his ...  

Tīmoti – tā kupu - analysis 
WAM X Pathfinder Exercises 1-10      
WAM X Flash Cards/ Podcasts 
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WAM IX 
Week 9 
Recap WAM VIII 
Wā Matakupenga Matrix IX 
Module 
       900 

Title 
 

Example 

       901 Te tells a story Kua oti ngā kākahu i ngā kōtiro  
te horoi 
Kua oti ngā kākahu i ngā kōtiro 
te hoko 

       902 Negatives Ehara ...i ... 
Kāore/ kāhore 
Kīhai ... 
Kua kore e ... 
Kāore anō .... kia ... 
Kaua e ... 
Kāti te ... 

       903 Abstract to finite 
Inging swinging te = 
nga, ranga, hanga, tanga, anga, 
manga or kanga. 
 

Haerenga, whakaaetanga,  
tirohanga, wehenga 
moenga, takotoranga 
 

       904 16 uses of the glue word i I haere 
I te haere 
I a ia te pūtea 
I roto ia i te awa ... 

       905 12 uses of the glue word ki Ki te haere koe ... 
Kī atu ki a rātou 
Ki runga i te tēpu ngā pukapuka ... 

       906 Pātai that compare rānei 
       907 Pātai to ask about condition pēwhea? 
       908 Pātai asking ‘which?’ tēwhea, ēwhea? 
       909 Pātai seeking explanations He aha i haere mai ai? 
       910 Wā, wai, aha whatu completion 

Single word, double word, 
multiple word descriptions 

Wā, wai, aha, mahi, mahi-a 
kaupapa, kaupapa, kaupa- pa! 

Wharehuia Milroy – tā kupu – analysis 
WAM VI Pathfinder Exercises 1-10      
WAM VI Flash Cards/ Podcasts 
  



11 
 

WAM X 
Week 10 
Recap WAM IX 
Wā Matakupenga Matrix X 
Module 
       
1000 

Title 
 

Example 

       
1001 

Screamers 
Pātai using ‘belongs to’ and ‘by 
the action of’ screamers 

Nā, nō, nā, nō, i, i, i ... mā, mō, mā, 
mō, e, e, e ... 

1002 Seeking 3rd party compliance Kia ....  
1003 Mighty mouse, Atom Ant, 

powerful, versatile, innocuous ai 
Me haere ki te marae, hui ai, kōrero 
ai, kai ai. 

1004 Terotero kore words and i Ka mate koe i te kaipaipa 
Ka mahue tātou i te pahi 

1005 AC/DC mau – unique 
terotero,  
terotero kore motuhake word 

Mauria mai te kai 
Ka mau koe i te reo 

1006 Te tells a story Kua oti ngā kākahu i ngā kōtiro  
te horoi 
Kua oti ngā kākahu i ngā kōtiro 
te hoko 

1007 Whaka to convert a non-terotero 
word 

Ka whakamaungia koe e te reo 
E whakamatakuhia a ia e te taniwha 

1008 Negatives Ehara ...i ... 
Kāore/ kāhore 
Kīhai ... 
Kua kore e ... 
Kāore anō .... kia ... 
Kaua e ... 
Kāti te ... 

1009 Terotero agreement Kua whakaaetia rawatia te 
kaupapa 
Ka whakahaeretia tonutia te mahi e 
ia 

1010 Eclipse Rere noa ngā tau 
Maumahara noa 
Haere atu ki te mahi 
Tae atu ki te kainga, ka kai. 
Kīkī au i te kai 
Mā katoa te maunga i te hukapapa 

Wharehuia Milroy – tā kupu - analysis 
WAM X Pathfinder Exercises 1-10      
WAM X Flash Cards/ Podcasts 
Ngungu rākau – Post Assessment 
 
 


